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ecology and environment, inc.

111 WEST JACKSON BLVD., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60804, TEL. 312-663-9415

International Specialists in the Environment

MEMORANDUM

DATE: September 25, 1987

T0: File o
. O

FROM: Cathy Chaberski ¢

SUBJECT: 1I1linois/F05-8702-168/FIL0495SB
Bourbonnais/Birmingham Bolt Co. Inc.
(I11inois Plant)
1LD980996862

The Birmingham Bolt Co., Inc., is a mini steel mill located in a
rural area north of Kankakee, I1linois. The site was originally
identified by the I1linois Enviromnmental Protection Agency (IEPA) in
the form of a preliminary assessment submitted to the U.S. EPA.

The steel plant was built in the early 1960s and was purchased in
December 1977 by Alabama Birmingham Bolt, Inc. After a series of
mergers within the company, it is currently named Birmingham Bolt
Co., Inc., (I1linois Plant).

Production procedures include scrap steel recycling, and melting and
remolding steel parts for resale purposes. By-products of the
recycling include iron-rich slag and millscale which are resold.
There is a three-phase lagoon system that is used for recirculation
of process cooling water for the melting procedure. The water from
the lagoon is then drained into a ditch which feeds into nearby
Soldiers Creek. This discharge 1is conducted in accordance with
National Potlutant Discharge El%mination System (NPDES) permit
stipulations. Since 1981, the company has stored baghouse dust
(K061) from arc furnaces (on-site) in five exacavated unlined cells
on-site.

recycled paper



The company requested a closure plan for the cells from the IEPA.
During the closing process, the company sampled soil at various times
to insure that all contaminants were removed. In accordance with the
specifications of the IEPA approved closure plan that was designed by
Environmental and Safety Designs, Inc., the cells were deemed properly
cleaned and closed in September 1985. Presently, the daily generated
baghouse dust is removed under manifest and permit by Browning Ferris
Industries and transported off-site.

On September 1, 1987, Ecology and Enviromment, Inc., Field Investiga-
tion Team (E & E-FIT) conducted an interview with the representatives
of Birmingham Bolt and their consultants. A nonsampling site inspec-
tion was performed according to the original work plan.

The site is surrounded by a flat rural area and is completely fenced.
Site access is regulated by a 24-hour guard. The cell area is now an
approximately 18-foot high mound covered with healthy vegetation.
There was no evidence of excavation in or around the area of concern.
Most of the population within a 3-mile radius of the site receive
water from the Kankakee River. The river intakes are not Tlocated
within the 3-mile radius. However, approximately 600 people draw
water from the shallow Silurian Dolomite aquifer. This unit will be
regarded as the aquifer of concern.
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